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Thank you for your letter of 16th March 1992!. I enclose a copy of the 
res ponse as J ilted. -—"• * 


The claims have not been amended, presumably because our associate thought 
that amendment would v Ytarr'help-toMleai. with the particular objections. 


In my instructions, I emphasised that the Examiner's objection to omission 
of the "mouthpiece element* from the main claim was only appropriate If 
something specifically identifiable as such an element was an essential 
part of the article. I pointed out that the expression was used in the 
dependent claims to mean a particular kind of element specifically 
provided for the purpose. In general, however, the article could be used 
by simply drawing on a plain end to the tube and, while this might 
conveniently be regarded as the "mouthpiece^ it would be stretching the 
language too far to call it a "mouthpiece element" where the specification 
used this term to identify a distinct structure. Since no amendment has 
been made in the claim, I presume that our associate has presented this 
argument to the Examiner. 

On novelty, I stressed the novel function achieved by the structure 
identified in the characterising part of the claimt 

Yours sincerely. 


J. H. Bass 


Enc. 

c.c. Beverly A. MOnroe 


(with enclosures) 
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